
On	   the	   campus	   green,	   Cur1s	   Asplund’s	   Big	   Picture	   students	   created	   and	  
observed	  sound	  waves	  as	  an	  introduc1on	  to	  light	  wave	  mechanics	  as	  it	  relates	  
to	  cosmology.	   High	  School	  Students	  

The	  SST	  provides	  free	  weekly	  classes	  for	  interested	  high	  school	  students.	  	  The	  subjects	  discussed	  in	  the	  program	  reach	  far	  beyond	  those	  
common	  to	  the	  high	  school	  classroom,	  exposing	  students	  to	  areas	  of	  ongoing	  scien1fic	  research.	  	  The	  SST	  is	  intended	  to	  encourage	  
interest	  in	  science	  without	  curricular	  restric1ons	  to	  educa1onal	  standardiza1on.	  	  The	  subjects	  are	  current	  and	  en9cing,	  giving	  students	  a	  
realis9c	  perspec9ve	  on	  the	  process	  and	  status	  of	  scien9fic	  research.	  	  This	  promotes	  interest	  in	  science	  as	  a	  career	  and	  encourages	  
students	  to	  pursue	  studies	  at	  the	  university	  level,	  specifically	  in	  the	  sciences.	  	  Par1cipa1ng	  students	  are	  inspired	  to	  develop	  confidence	  in	  
their	  own	  interests	  and	  abili1es	  that	  will	  carry	  over	  into	  the	  high	  school	  classroom.	  	  In	  addi1on,	  direct	  contact	  with	  graduate	  fellows	  
fosters	  intellectual	  development	  and	  provides	  poten9al	  mentorship	  and	  research	  opportuni9es.	  	  

stated	  that	  LEAPS	  commitments	  (15	  hours	  per	  week	  for	  the	  dura1on	  of	  the	  academic	  year)	  detracted	  from	  1me	  

In	  Fall	  2009,	  LEAPS	  transi9oned	  from	  the	  grade	  8/9	  classrooms	  to	  the	  School	  for	  Scien9fic	  Thought	  situated	  on	  


